A HISTORY OF POLAND
At one sejm, that which elected John Albert as king,
the cities of Thorn, Cracow, Lwow, Danzig, and Posen
succeeded in being represented, but the szlachta were
careful that it should not occur again. They further took
steps, as has been shown, to exclude the cities from
representation even on the local Diets.
The sejm commenced its career in a very strong
position; it controlled the national purse, and repre-
sented and controlled the army. Without money the
king could not hire soldiers, and had only the nobles
to rely upon. The szlachta could refuse money and per-
sonal service in the same breath, and render the kingdom
impotent and defenceless. When John Albert, who was
an extravagant soldier, asked for both money and men,
we have seen how the szlachta exacted concessions from
him in return for supplying these. At the Diet of
Radom they exalted their theory of equality into a
legislative principle. That is to say, they decided that
no kw should be passed unless it was ostensibly the
expression of the unanimous wish of the Diet. This
theory was opposed to that primitive if unfortunate
principle of human nature that the strong can always
enforce his will upon the weak. In the earliest times the
inconvenient minority, by insisting too strenuously upon
the theory of equality and the right of obtaining an
unanimous decision, was likely to encounter personal
violence which either changed its views, or caused their
suppression. But in a more sophisticated era the minority
in die Diet was able to exercise an enormous negative
influence. The simple utterance of the phrase nie posz-
walam (" I protest") not only put an end to further dis-
cussion of toe subject that elicited the protest; it ended
the session of the Diet An entirely new Diet had to be
elected before the legislative work of the country could
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